Magic in the Ancient World (Classics 324), Winter 2005

MTWThF, 11:30-12:18, 250 Townshend Hall

Gil Renberg (renberg.1@osu.edu) · Office Hours:  MTWTh 12:30-1:00

Overview:


This course will examine magic, divination, and other unconventional religious phenomena in the Greco-Roman world primarily during the Roman period (2nd cent. B.C.E.-5th cent. C.E.) by focusing on several extraordinary practices and practitioners.  The most prominent forms of religious observance in antiquity involved civic cult:  the construction and patronage of temples and other cult sites, attendance at festivals and artistic performances honoring the gods, public sacrifices, official consultation of oracles, and so on.  In addition to these religious practices on behalf of the state, individuals performed various acts of private worship.  Some customs, such as belonging to the cult of a particular god or making offerings to one’s household gods, were perfectly ordinary; other forms of private religious expression, though, were more unusual.  Over the next ten weeks, we will examine a number of these forms of “unofficial” practices:  seeking the healing power of a god by visiting that divinity’s temple in the hope that the god would appear in one’s dream and lend aid; using forms of beneficial magic to restore or maintain one’s health; using more aggressive forms of magic to ensnare the object of one’s sexual desires, or to affect the outcome of competitions in such disparate settings as the arena and the courtroom; and, attempting to foresee the future through astrology or various forms of divination.  Such practices often affected more than the individual practitioner, as will be seen by studying the attitude of society towards magic, the persistence of fraudulent diviners, and the awe in which miracle-workers were held by the populace.  This course, then, is not about traditional civic religion, but rather religious phenomena which were for the most part outside of the mainstream of “official” religion – phenomena which often get less attention in traditional courses about Greek and Roman religion.

Course Requirements:

· Reading Reactions (20%):  For Weeks 4, 5, 6, 8, 9 and 10, you must write a one-page reaction to any one of the readings for that week and turn it in by class on Thursday.  The following day’s class will be devoted to discussing your reactions and wrapping up that week’s readings.  There will be a penalty for late papers.

· Midterm Exam (25%):  The take-home midterm will consist of an essay of at least five pages on an assigned topic.  The essay question will be assigned on Feb. 11 and is due at the beginning of class on Feb. 18.  Late exams will not be accepted without proper documentation (e.g., doctor’s note).

· Final Exam (40%):  The final exam, on March 14 at 11:30-1:18, will consist of one long essay and some shorter essays.

· Attendance/Participation (15%):  While this course is primarily a lecture course, as with any class, routine attendance and active participation are expected.  Attendance will be taken at random, and those who pile up unexcused absences will be penalized.  If you must miss a class, it is advisable to inform me in advance, or as soon after the class as possible.  Important:  Students who are absent more than 60% of the time when attendance is taken will automatically fail the class regardless of their grades on the exams and reading reactions.
Books to Purchase:

Required:

· Hans D. Betz (ed.), The Greek Magical Papyri in Translation (Chicago, 1986 (2nd edn. 1992)) (= Betz, P.G.M.)
· John Gager, Curse Tablets and Binding Spells from the Ancient World (New York, 1992) (= Gager, Curse Tablets)

· Apuleius, The Golden Ass (trans. P.G. Walsh, Oxford University Press, 1994)

· Naphtali Lewis, The Interpretation of Dreams & Portents (Toronto, 1976 (2nd edn., 1996) (= Lewis, Interpretation)

Optional:

· Christopher A. Faraone & Dirk Obbink, Magika Hiera: Ancient Greek Magic & Religion (New York, 1991) (= F&O)
· Fritz Graf, Magic in the Ancient World (trans. F. Philip; Cambridge, Mass., 1997) (= Graf, Magic)

Other Repeatedly Used Abbreviations for Reading Assignments:

· Barton, Ancient Astrology (= Tamsyn Barton, Ancient Astrology (London, 1994))

· Kotansky, Amulets (= Roy Kotansky, Greek Magical Amulets:  The Inscribed Gold, Silver, Copper, and Bronze Lamellae, Part I:  Published Texts of Known Provenance (Opladen, 1994))

· Meyer/Smith, Ancient Christian Magic (= Marvin Meyer & Richard Smith (eds.), Ancient Christian Magic:  Coptic Texts of Ritual Power (San Francisco, 1994))

· SupplMag (= R.W. Daniel & F. Maltomini, Supplementum Magicum 1-2 (Opladen, 1990-92))

Schedule:

Unit 1 – The Milieu of Greco-Roman Paganism

Week 1 (January 3-7)

· M:  Introduction and Overview of Course

· T:  Introduction to Greco-Roman Religion


Jo-Ann Shelton, As the Romans Did:  A Sourcebook in Roman Social History (Oxford, 1998), Chapt. 15, 

   “Religion and Philosophy” (pp. 359-400, 404-420 only)
· W:  Superstition; Witches in Greco-Roman Literature

Theophrastus, Characters 16 (“The Superstitious Man”)

Plutarch, On Superstition (excerpts in Lewis, Interpretation, pp. 157-8)

Quintus Curtius, History of Alexander the Great IV.10 (in Lewis, Interpretation, p.150)

Handout:  “Witches in Literature” (Homer, Odyssey X.203-347; Vergil, Eclogue VIII; Horace, Epode V; Horace, 

   Satire VIII; Ovid, Amores I.8.1-18, II.1.23-8; Ovid, Heroides VI.79-94; Lucan, Pharsalia VI.507-568; 

   St. Augustine, City of God XVIII.18)
· Th:  NO CLASS

· F:  NO CLASS

Week 2 (January 10-14)

· M:  The World of Apuleius’s The Golden Ass
Apuleius, The Golden Ass I-IV.27


Handout:  “Passages Illustrating Roman Religion in Apuleius’s The Golden Ass Books 1-10”

· T:  The Tale of Cupid and Psyche


Apuleius, The Golden Ass IV.28-VI.24
· W:  The Further Travails of Lucius

Apuleius, The Golden Ass VI.25-X
· Th:  Lucius at Cenchreae

Apuleius, The Golden Ass XI

· F:  Direct Encounters with the Gods

Robin Lane Fox, Pagans and Christians (San Francisco, 1985), Chapt. 4, “Seeing the Gods” (pp. 102-167)
Handout:  “Sample Inscriptions Recording Divine Dreams and Commands”
Chronicle of the Temple of Athena of Lindos (in Lewis, Interpretation, pp. 43-45)

PCairZen I 59034 (in Lewis, Interpretation, p. 45)

Unit 2 – Asclepius and Temple Healing

Week 3 (January 17-21)

· M:  NO CLASS:  Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

· T:  Ancient Healing Sanctuaries

Ralph Jackson, Doctors and Diseases in the Roman Empire (Norman, Okla. & London, 1988), Chapt. 6, “Gods and 

   their Magic” (pp. 138-69)

· W:  Asclepius and the Practice of Incubation

Epidaurian Miracle Inscriptions (trans. Lynn R. LiDonnici, The Epidaurian Miracle Inscriptions:  Text, 

   Translation, and Commentary (Atlanta, 1995))

Aristophanes, Plutus (“Wealth”), lines 633-747


Pausanias, Description of Greece II.27.1-7

E. & L. Edelstein, Asclepius, Collection and Interpretation of the Testimonies (Baltimore, 1945), Testimonies 426, 

   431-2, 438-42

Oxyrhynchus Papyrus 1381 (in Lewis, Interpretation, pp. 45-7)
· Th:  NO CLASS:  Presidential Inauguration

· F:  Aelius Aristides’s Medical History:  A Case Study

Aelius Aristides, The Sacred Tales I-III
Unit 3 – Private Healing and Healing Magic

Week 4 (January 24-28)

· M:  Scientific Medicine, Irrational Medicine, and Folk Remedies

Pseudo-Hippocrates, The Sacred Disease

Pliny, Natural History XXVIII.1-27, 44, 50, 62, 66, 79-81; XXIX.1-5, 33; XXX.1-9, 24-5, 29-30, 48-9

Recommended Reading
:

John Scarborough, “The Pharmacology of Sacred Plants, Herbs, and Roots,” in F&O, pp. 138-74

Graf, Magic, pp. 49-56 (on Pliny’s Natural History)

· T:  Healing Magic in the Greco-Egyptian Tradition

Betz, P.G.M., “Introduction to the Greek Magical Papyri” (pp. xli-xlviii), “Introduction to the Demotic Magical 

   Papyri” (pp. lv-lvii)


Betz, P.G.M. IV.286-95, 1227-64, 2967-3006; VII.193-214, 260-71, 579-90, 628-42; XII.351-64, 401-44; P.D.M. 

   xiv.376-94, 554-626, 706-15, 743-9, 940-52, 956-1025, 1097-1103, 1219-27; P.G.M. XVIIIb.1-7; XXIIa.1-17; 

   XXXVI.320-32; P.D.M. lxi.58-62; P.G.M. CXXI.1-14

Kotansky, Amulets No. 61

SupplMag Nos. 9, 10, 12-14, 74
· W:  Magical Gemstones

Handout:  “Magical Gems for Protection, Health and Healing”

Betz, P.G.M. V.447-58
· Th:  Healing Magic in the Christian Tradition

Meyer/Smith, Ancient Christian Magic, Nos. 4, 5, 7, 9, 11, 13, 15, 16, 18, 19, 24, 25, 49
Kotansky, Amulets No. 51, 53, 57

· F:  NO ASSIGNMENT

Unit 4 – Curses and Blessings
Week 5 (January 31-February 4)

· M:  Magical Rituals and Prayers for Protection and Success

Betz, P.G.M. I.42-222; III.494-611; IV.1596-1715, 2006-2139, 2145-2707, 3125-71; V.70-95, 172-212; VII.186-90, 

   215-8, 423-8, 528-39, 919-24, 1017-26, XII.270-350; XXXV.1-42; XXXVI.211-30; P.D.M. lxi.79-94

Kotansky, Amulets Nos. 58, 60

SupplMag No. 63

Recommended Readings:
Graf, Magic, Chapt. 4, “How to Become a Magician:  The Rites of Initiation” (pp. 89-117)
Fritz Graf, “Prayer in Magical and Religious Ritual,” in F&O, pp. 188-213

Roy Kotansky, “Incantations and Prayers for Salvation on Inscribed Greek Amulets,” in F&O, pp. 107-37

· T:  Introduction to Greek and Latin Curse Tablets

Gager, Curse Tablets, “Introduction” (pp. 3-30)

Recommended Readings:

Graf, Magic, Chapt. 5, “Curse Tablets and Voodoo Dolls” (pp. 118-74)


C.A. Faraone, “The Agonistic Context of Early Greek Binding Spells,” in F&O, pp. 3-32

· W:  Binding Spells for Athletic and Theatrical Competitions

Gager, Curse Tablets, Chapt. 1, “Competition in Theater and Circus” (pp. 42-46, plus Nos. 2, 3, 6-10, 12, 14-16)

· Th:  Spells from the Spheres of Law, Politics and Commerce

Gager, Curse Tablets, Chapt. 3, “Tongue-Tied in Court:  Legal and Political Disputes” (pp. 116-22, plus Nos. 37-38, 

   40, 43-4, 46-8, 53-4); Chapt. 4, “Businesses, Shops, and Taverns” (pp. 151-154, plus Nos. 61-2, 64, 73, 75, 78-82)

· F:  NO ASSIGNMENT

Week 6 (February 7-11)

· M:  Curse Tablets and Erotic Magic

Gager, Curse Tablets, Chapt. 2, “Sex, Love, and Marriage” (pp. 78-83, plus Nos. 18-23, 25, 27-8, 30-1, 36)

SupplMag Nos. 37, 48

Recommended Reading:
John J. Winkler, “The Constraints of Eros,” in F&O, pp. 214-43

· T:  Erotic Magic in the Magical Papyri

Betz, P.G.M. IV.94-153, 1390-1595, 1716-1870, 1872-1927, 2708-84, 2891-2966, 3255-74; VII.374-6, 407-16, 467-

   77, 593-619, 661-3, 973-93; P.D.M. xiv.1046-55, 1155-62, 1190-5, 1206-18; P.G.M. XV.1-21; XVIIa.1-25; 

   XXXVI.69-101, 134-60, 283-94; LXIII.7-12

· W:  General Restraining Spells in the Magical Papyri; Christian Curses and Other Spells

Betz, P.G.M. III.1-164; V.304-69; VII.396-404, 417-22, 429-58, 925-39, X.36-50; XII.179-81; XXXVI.1-68

Meyer/Smith, Ancient Christian Magic, Nos. 28, 72, 82, 84, 85, 86, 89, 90, 93
· Th:  Cursing for Justice

J.H.M. Strubbe, “‘Cursed be he that moves my bones’,” in F&O, pp. 33-59


Gager, Curse Tablets, Chapt. 5, “Pleas for Justice and Revenge” (pp. 175-178, plus Nos. 83-4, 86-101)

Recommended reading:

H.S. Versnel, “Beyond Cursing:  The Appeal to Justice in Judicial Prayers,” in F&O, pp. 60-106

· F:  NO ASSIGNMENT

Unit 5 – Divination and Astrology
Week 7 (February 14-18)

· M:  Introduction to Divination

David S. Potter, Prophets & Emperors, Chapt. 1, “Prophecy and Cult” (pp. 15-40)
Cicero, On Divination (excerpts in Lewis, Interpretation, pp. 99-113)

Julius Obsequens, Book of Prodigies (excerpts in Lewis, Interpretation, pp. 114-31)
· T:  Different Views on The Nature of Dreams

Macrobius, Commentary on Scipio’s Dream I.3 (in Lewis, Interpretation, pp. 19-22)

Aristotle, On Prophecy in Sleep (excerpts in Lewis, Interpretation, pp. 24-6)

Hippocrates, On Regimen (excerpts in Lewis, Interpretation, pp. 26-31)

Tertullian, On the Soul 42-8 (excerpts in Lewis, Interpretation, pp. 76-81)

Synesius, On Dreams (excerpts in Lewis, Interpretation, pp. 81-7)

· W:  Divination through Dreams and the Role of Dream-Interpreters

“Egyptian Dream Book” and “Babylonian-Assyrian Dream Book” (excerpts in Lewis, Interpretation, pp. 7-19)

Artemidorus, Oneirocritica (excerpts in Lewis, Interpretation, pp. 53-75)

Pliny the Younger, Letter I.18 (in Lewis, Interpretation, p. 53)

John Ray, Reflections of Osiris:  Lives from Ancient Egypt (Oxford, 2002), Chapt. 8, “People of the Serapeum” (pp. 

   130-52)

Handout:  “Evidence for Dream-Interpreters in Greco-Roman Religion”

· Th:  Divinatory Rituals in the Magical Papyri

Betz, P.G.M. I.262-347; II.1-64; III.187-275; IV.154-285, 850-1114, 2140-4, 3086-3124, 3172-3208; V.1-69, 213-

   303, 370-446; VII.1-148, 222-49, 284-99, 319-34, 359-69, 540-78, 664-85, 727-39; XII.144-52; P.D.M. xiv.150-

   231; P.G.M. LXII.47-75; LXXVII.1-24

SupplMag No. 66

· F:  MIDTERM EXAM DUE

Week 8 (February 21-25)

· M:  Introduction to Astrology


Barton, Ancient Astrology, Chapt. 2, “Greece and Rome” (pp. 32-63, especially pp. 32-57, 62-3)


Horoscopes (samples in Lewis, Interpretation, pp. 150-3)

· T:  Astrologers and their Careers


Handout:  “Cassius Dio, Tacitus, Suetonius on Astrologers and Diviners”:

   Chaldaeans/Magi (Diodorus Siculus, Library II.29.1-31.9)

   Thrasyllus’s Career (Dio LV.11.1-3, LVIII.27.1-28.4; Tac., Ann. 6.20-1; Suet., Tib. 14.4, 62.3; Suet., Gaius 19.3; 

      Diogenes Laertius 9.45; Pliny, Natural History 32.19.55)

Firmicus Maternus, The Eight Books of the Mathesis, Book 1 proemium, 1; Book 2 praefatio, 1-6, 30; Book 3 

   proemium, 6-12; Book 4 proemium, 12-4; Book 6.31; Book 7.1-4, 23; Book 8.33
· W:  Roman Emperors, Divination and Astrology

Handout:  “Cassius Dio, Tacitus, Suetonius on Astrologers and Diviners”:

   Emperors and divination (Suetonius, Julius 7.2 (Julius Caesar); Dio XLIX.5.5; Suet., Augustus 94.12 (Augustus); 

      Dio LVII.15.7-8, LVII.19.3; Tac., Ann. 6.20; Suet., Tiberius 63 (Tiberius); Dio LXII.18.2-3 (Nero); Tac., Hist. 

      1.12, 1.27; Suet., Otho 4.1 (Otho); Suet., Vitellius 3.2 (Vitelius); Dio LXV.9.2; Suet., Vespasian 14 (Vespasian); 

      Dio LXVII.15.5-6, LXVII.16.3; Suet., Domitian 10.3, 15.3 (Domitian); Hist. Aug., Hadr. 16.7, 16.10 (Hadrian))

   Predictions about future emperors (Dio XLV.1.3-5 (Augustus); Suet., Tib. 14.2 (Tiberius); Dio LVII.19.4; Tac., 

      Ann. 6.20 (Galba); Dio LXIII.4.3 (Vitellius); Suet., Titus 2.1 (Titus); Dio LXI.2.1-4 (Nero))
· Th:  Astrology and Mysticism

Barton, Ancient Astrology, Chapt. 7, “Reflections and Ramifications” (pp. 179-207)
Handout:  “Thessalus, On the Virtues of Herbs”

Betz, P.G.M. IV.475-829 (“The Mithras Liturgy”)
· F:  NO ASSIGNMENT

Unit 6 – Magic, Divination and the Law

Week 9 (February 28-March 4)

· M:  The Roman State vs. Astrologers and Magicians


Handout:  “Cassius Dio, Tacitus, Suetonius on Astrologers and Diviners”:

   Laws against diviners (Paulus, Sententiae V.21.1-3; Ulpian, On the Office of the Proconsul, in Lex. mos. et Rom. 

      coll. XV.2.1-6)


   Prophets/prophecies during times of trauma (Tacitus, Annals 14.22; Tac., Histories 2.1, 2.61)

   Expulsions of astrologers/diviners (Dio XLIX.43.5 (33 B.C.); Dio LVII.15.8-9 (16 A.D.); Suet., Tib. 36.1 (19 

      A.D.); Dio LXI.33.3; Tac., Ann 12.52 (52 A.D.); CCAG VIII(4):100 (68 A.D.?); Suet., Vit. 14.4 (69 A.D.); Dio 

      LXIV.1.4; Zonaras XI.16; Tac., Hist. 2.62 (69 A.D.); Dio LXV.9.2 (70 A.D.); Jerome, Chron. A.D. 89-90, 93-

      94; Suet., Dom. 10.3 (89-90 & 93-94 A.D.))

   Trials and accusations of treason through divination and magic (Dio LVII.19.1-2, LVIII.4.8 (Tiberius and treason 

      trials); Tac., Ann. 2.27-32 (Libo Drusus); Tac., Ann. 12.22 (Lollia); Tac., Ann. 12.64-5 (Domitia Lepida); Tac., 

      Ann. 16.14-5; Tac., Hist. 4.44 (Anteius and Ostorius); Tac., Ann. 16.30-3 (Soranus and Servilia); Dio 

      LXXVII.8.1-9.2 (Apronianus))

Ammianus Marcellinus XXI.1.1-7, XXII.1 (future emperor Julian divines the current emperor’s death)
· T:  The Christian State vs. Magicians

Theodosian Code 9.16.1-12 (“Magicians, Astrologers, and other like Criminals”) (trans. C. Pharr)

Amm. Marc. XXIX.1 (Theodorus accused of treason; Maximus executed)
Amm. Marc. XIX.12 (Persecutions of magicians in Late Antiquity)
· W:  Crimes of Magic in Roman Private Life

Gager, Curse Tablets, Chapt. 4, “Businesses, Shops, and Taverns” (No. 69); Chapt. 6, “Miscellaneous Tablets” (pg. 

   200, plus Nos. 106-7); Chapt. 8, “Testimonies” (Nos. 136, 148, 157)
Betz, P.G.M. XXXVI.178-87, 256-64; P.D.M. xiv.675-94

Handout:  PMich VI.423

Libanius, Oration I.37-48, 62-3, 98-9, 243-50 (famous sophist’s experiences with magic)
Recommended reading:

C.R. Phillips, “Nullum crimen sine lege:  Socioreligious Sanctions on Magic,” in F&O, 260-76

· Th:  Apuleius’s Trial for Magic

Apuleius, Apologia (from the Apologia Website, http://www.georgetown.edu/faculty/jod/apuleius)

Recommended Reading:

Graf, Magic, pp. 65-88 (on Apuleius)
· F:  NO ASSIGNMENT

Unit 7 – Holy Men, Miracle-Workers and Religious Charlatans

Week 10 (March 7-11)

· M:  Alexander of Abonuteichos and the Oracle of Glycon

Lucian, Alexander, or The False Prophet

· T:  The Secrets of the Magicians

Handout:  “Eunus’s slave revolt” (Diodorus Siculus, Library 34/35.2.1-26)
Hippolytus, Refutation of All Heresies, Book 4 (trans. F. Legge, London, 1921)


Betz, P.G.M. VII.167-86; XIb.1-5

· W:  Apollonius of Tyana, the “Pagan Jesus”

Philostratus, Life of Apollonius of Tyana (abridged in M. Hadas and M. Smith, Heroes and Gods, pp. 196-258)

Betz, P.G.M. I.1-195, 232-62; III.410-23, 612-32; V.96-172; XIa.1-40; XII.160-78, XIII.1-343; XXXVI.312-20

· Th:  Christians and Miracles

Handout:  “The ‘Rain Miracle’ of A.D. 172” (Dio LXXII.8-10; Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History 5.5.1-7; 

   Tertullian, Ad Scap. 4; Suda I.434)

Gregory of Nyssa, Life of St. Gregory Thaumaturgus

· F:  NO ASSIGNMENT
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Recommended reading:


	Ludwig Edelstein, “Greek Medicine and its relation to Religion and Magic,” Bull. of the Inst. of the History 


   of Medicine 5 (1937), 201-246 (= Ancient Medicine (Baltimore, 1967), 205-46)


Barton, Ancient Astrology, pp. 185-97 (“Astrology and Medicine”)
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